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Examples of these are: 
 

Mulele Mwana Skills Centre “Look after the 

Child” (Lusaka Province) This project provides technical, 

vocational and entrepreneurship training to about 90 

older children who are either orphaned or from very 

poor families.  Many are heads of households. ZOA has 

funded the  purchase of sewing machines and has 

facilitated the center’s affiliation with TEVETA (The 

Technical and Vocational Education Training 

Association. Since 2005, ZOA has supported the local 

community school for 165 children and has provided 

funds for tailoring and other skills training. ZOA has 

partnered with St John the Beloved Catholic Church, 

McLean, Virginia, to support this program. 
 

Ipusukilo Street Women Rehabilitation Project 

“Where One is Rescued/Saved” (Copperbelt Province) This 

project attracts young women, most of whom are 

heading households, out of prostitution and trains them 

to access alternative sources of income with a focus on  

establishing a viable market for the goods they produce.  

Some of the young women have been trained as  

caregivers and placed at St. Anthony Children’s Village, a 

ZOA supported project. Recently, ZOA provided 

funding to support a new restaurant venture for 

graduates of the program. 

ZOA US and ZOA UK concentrate on fund raising and 

awareness raising in the USA and UK, while ZOA Z 

identifies, monitors and evaluates the projects.  ZOA Z 

also helps with capacity-building in simple business 

management, and in proposal writing and reporting 

needed to facilitate access to the growing volume of 

donor support that is becoming available in Zambia for 

AIDS orphans and vulnerable children. 

ZOA Structure and Functions 

Skills Training Centers 



ambia is one of the African countries hardest 

hit by HIV/AIDS. Nearly 19 percent of children 

under 18, or 1.1 million, are orphans, most of 

them due to the HIV/AIDS epidemic.  About 

70 percent of the population earns less than  

US 1$ per day, so families, communities and schools are 

overstretched in their efforts to care for orphaned 

children. Many households are now headed by children 

as young as eleven who are forced to forego the 

education they need to prepare for a harsh economic 

environment while they struggle to care for their 

younger siblings. 
 

In response to this crisis, Zambia Orphans of AIDS 

(ZOA) was initially formed by concerned Zambians in 

the USA with the support of American friends. ZOA 

was registered as a Private Voluntary Organization 

(PVO) in August 2000 in Washington DC.  In 2003, 

ZOA registered as an NGO in Zambia and in 2007, 

ZOA registered as a Charity in the UK. To date, ZOA 

has reached close to 8,000 children throughout Zambia 

by supporting registered organizations, many of them 

community-based. 

Examples of children’s homes (orphanages) and 

schools ZOA has assisted include: 
 

St Anthony Children’s Village (Ndola, Copperbelt 

Province) ZOA has contributed regularly to this home for 

infants and children, the majority born to mothers who 

died of AIDS.  The Village provides shelter, nutrition, 

health care and access to ARVs, and pre-school level 

education to nearly130 children.  Recently, St. Anthony’s 

added a facility for disabled children.  ZOA has partnered 

with St John the Beloved Catholic Church, McLean, 

Virginia, to support this program. 
 

Mbuyoti and Sepiso Community Initiative Projects 

(Mongu and Sikongo Districts, Western Province) Located in 

two extremely poor and remote parts of Western 

Zambia, each of the two groups runs a community 

primary school.  Initially, ZOA sent small grants to assist 

with school supplies, and later funded a rice growing 

project (Mbuyoti) and a hammer mill (Sepiso).  These 

projects are helping to sustain the children who attend 

the schools. 
 

St. Mary’s Junior Seminary (Chipata, Eastern Province) 

This is the  first project that ZOA financed (2001). ZOA 

helped the school purchase a grinding machine and maize 

huller to process maize from surrounding small peasant 

farms.  The Seminary used some of the profits to 

purchase a second mill, as well as to replace worn out 

equipment.  Not only has this project helped the orphans 

and other vulnerable children, but it has provided a 

valuable service to poor rural women, who normally grind 

their maize by hand. 
 

Angelina Tembo School (Kabwe, Central Province) Run 

by the Little Servants of Mary Immaculate Sisters, the 

school caters to nearly 2,000 children in the low-income 

township of Kabwe. The school meets the educational and 

institutional needs of almost 400 orphans. ZOA has 

assisted by expanding an existing and successful poultry 

operation.  Starting in 2010, ZOA is supporting the 

education of five graduated girls in a teacher's College. 

Among those ZOA has helped are: 
 

Mkushi Pentecostal Outreach Church (Mkushi, 

Central Province) ZOA has funded a hammer mill which 

mills maize from the surrounding area, to raise money 

for the church to sustain its community school. The 

church also helps with the children’s medical needs and 

assists their guardians with essential support, when 

possible. 
 

Limulunga Project of Hope and Grief and Loss 

Workshops (Limulunga, Western Province) The Sisters of 

the Holy Spirit run this project that helps orphaned and 

other desperate children with meals and a pre-school.  

ZOA provided funds for a vegetable garden and poultry 

to feed the children and raise funds for school supplies. 

The Sisters also identified a need for psychosocial help 

for the children, guardians and caregivers, which ZOA 

has also funded. 
 

Muzuzika Orphans and Vulnerable Children 

(Lundazi, Eastern Province) Started by a group of retired 

people, the project cares for about 400 children, running 

a community school and providing them with school 

supplies, help with medical needs, and good nutrition. 

The project runs a small agricultural enterprise to help 

meet food needs and raise money for the school.  ZOA 

has funded their piggery project. 
 

Chisomo Home Based Care (Chipata, Eastern 

Province) This project, in operation since 2003, is a 

community based organization that supports 1200 

children through its home based care giving and 

assistance to the local school. The project also runs a 

community garden to train guardians to become self-

sufficient. The Dulles Rotary Club and six other 

northern Virginia Rotary Clubs helped to fund school 

fees, uniforms, exercise books and shoes, as well as  

critical Psychosocial Counselling and  Workshops to 

respond to the orphan and poverty crises.  

ZOA supports projects in the following ways: 

ZOA funds income-generating projects that enhance 

the capacity and institutional self-sufficiency of local 

organizations and institutions. ZOA assists education, 

skills-training and community outreach programs.  
 

ZOA provides information to Zambian caregivers on 

how to source and access funds available in Zambia, 

and helps them enhance their capacity to apply for 

such assistance. 

Children’s Homes and Schools  

Outreach Programs 

In the USA, ZOA raises public awareness about the 

plight of orphans and vulnerable children in Zambia 

and enlists the assistance of individuals, organizations 

and agencies. 


